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yonh  France and Morocco have sirong
iepimes and both have declared that they
want (he whole truth revealed about the
L isappearance = and probadle murder - of
Intendi Ben Barka, De Gaulle himsclf has
L ated that it is a question of FFrench honour:
he vanished Moroccan leader was a guest
of the Republic who,was kidnapped in Paris
wself, Moroceo's honour is equally at stake, -
ince King Iassan considers it intolerable
hat his country has been slandered and one
»i his chicf ministers, General Qufkir, un-
ustly accused, It was therefore reasonable
o assume, in view of the determination
L xpressed by (hese (wo autocratic govern- -
hents, that the trial of Ben Barka's alleged
‘bductors would eventually throw light on
he guilty, no matter how highly placed they
nay be, In De Gaulle’s case there was, onc
night think, an additional reason for get-
ling to the bottom of .the affair. The cir-
. umstances surrounding the kidnapping re-
alled some of the worst public scandals .
5 the Fourth Republic ~ the kind of thing.
lvhich the majestic probity of the Gaullist
regime was supposed to have banished for
ever. -

Six weeks ago the trial at last began: it
burncd out to be a macabre pantomime. In
he dock were six accused who could have
1ad no motive for committing the erime
(five of them did not even know Ben Barka),
but who faced the risk of heavy prison sen-
ences rather (han try to cxoncrate ihem-
selves by revealing the names of those who
lhad hired them. With the exception of
Phillippe Bernier, who pleaded not guilty, all
thc others admitted that in different degrees
they were mixed up in the sinister affair, but

have such accused been scen in ihé Paris
criminal court.
The witnesscs were no more forthcoming

invoked ‘profcssional secrecy” in withholding
the names of their informants, and ‘govern-

their rather tardy and ineflective interven-

the Franco-Moroccan transactions following
Ben Barka's disappearance, because of
‘diplomatic  scerecy’.  Scveral journalists
called to give cvidence also chose not to -
‘reveal their sources of information in the
name of ‘profcssional scerecy’. Even 2
wadesman, summoned (o testily on a point
of detail, declared that he would say noth-
ing since ‘personal scerecy’ was involved.:
Judge Perez, who presided, raiscd his hands
heavenwards and exclaimed: 'L am disgusted
it L b, Coming

Ny

from a judge, this dec E
could also be regarded as somewhat unusual.
“The verdict was to have been delivered |
last Wednesday, and on the following day
the court was due to try in absentic the two
accused Moroccans, General Ouikir and
Ahmed Dlimi, director of Morocco's Special
Branch. But at the very last moment came.
w coup de ihédtre: Ahmed Dlimi, after
‘writing a moving letter to his King, decided

against the ‘outrage’. So he shaved oft his’
moustache and travelled to Paris under a,
Fuua 1 . Jdoeniy touched,

Lana 1i-cgan

" a subject so highly regarded by his King; o

none would explain how or why. Rarcly -

than. the accused. The high police oflicials. -

meng security’ in explaining the reasons for .-

tion. The diplomats would say nothing about a

- .. and Ben Barka's friends in Morocco |

to give himsclf up to clear his country of -} -
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vant by promoting him to the rank
licutenant-colonel, accorded Dlimi’s fath
an nudience to show his gratitude and ir-
structed his Minister of Information 1
defend him before the French bench. This
time the moment of {ruth scemcd to I
drawing near, for Dlimi is no supernunf-
_erary: it is cstablished that he was at dje
scene of the erime on 30 October 1965, ankl
it is believed that he knows cverything aboyt

Ben Barka’s fate. For 24 hours all Parjs -

held its breatin: what would Dlimi say?

Well, he will say ncthing = at least {
some time to come. IFor after all his hero
gestures Dlimi has decided to fight a procg
dural battle rather than talk. e has applidc
to the appeal court because the warrant fgr
his arrest was not served at his domicile arjd
because the TFranco-Moroccan convenudn
lays-down that ‘both partics undertake Jo
prosecute theic own nationals, cven fpr
offences committed on the territory of tje
other state’s It is hardly likely that tfe
French criminal court has much confiden
in the way Moroccan justice might deal wi

O~

o

sooner or later Dlimi will appear before t
Paris court. But it is generally believed that
his trial will not take place in the ncar futuye
“and that a lot of 'water will run under 1
‘Scine bridges before a new bid is made
uncover the truth of the Ben Barka affair
However, despite the delays, it would pe
wrong to think that the six-weck trial of
-minor characters has been pointless. Ploug
_ing through the discrect and chnfusgd
evidence of the secret agents and pol
officers, one nevertheless finds certain clyes
as to what happened before and during the
. kidnapping of Ben Barka. Thus in May 195
~the French counter-espionage seivice kngw
{hat the Moroccans were preparing to ‘get
hold of Ben Barka by unorthodox meats’.
The aim of this operation, it appears, \I\]ns
not very clear to the Jamcs Bonds |of
SDECE (Scrvice de Documentation ct e
“Contre-espionage), for they believed i
OQufkir and Dlimi wanted to entice
opposition leader to Rabat in order to cflfct
a rcconciliation with him. A very shaky
theory, as relations between the royal palgce
ad
sharply deteriorated since May 1965 and fre-

" conciliation was more unlikely than eyer)|.

But let us admit that SDECE was bally|

informed and that its inaction. is explaiped

by its ignorance of Moroccan politics,
The other French police forces (for tijere
are several) were no more vigilant in

teeting - Ben Barka because their: officjals]- -
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the Ministry of the lnterior who gave the

g _sight’ for the two policemen, Suchon
anglq’cnol‘. to quastion Ben Barka and take
him to a villa near Paris belonging (o
Bouchcsciche, a gangster weil known in
Casablanca. Up to this poisi the account ot
the kidnapping scoms quite clear. Things
only begin to grow obscurc [ter the hand-

_ing over of Ben Barka by the police to a

‘group of gangsters (og *vagrants’ as they are
politely called), who presumably were 9

_take him to Morocco. Ben Barka was 1o

drawing-room politician: he was tough, un-
yiclding, i man who had lived underground
for years. ii¢ was probably armed and, one
can imagine, sccing the trio of ‘vagrants’,
had no illusions about the danger he faced.
S0 something unforescen must have hap-
‘pened in Bouchesciche’s villa with the result
that the gangsters began fo call Rabat

frantically for fresh instructions. Quikir

“and DIimi arrived personally the {foliowing

day, and instead of going to an hotcl, it
only for the sake of appearances, they went
to the villa — to decide how to get rid of
Ben Barka's body? How dous it happen that
no police followed the Moroccan Interior
Minister when he arrived in Parissand went

Cimmediately to a’ council of war with the

‘vagrants’? How is it possible that meetings

~of this kind can take pluce with impunity on

territory where, as Le Monde commented
ironically, ‘in theory French sovereignty

 obtains'? And, finally, how is it possible

»

for Ben Barka’s body to vanish without trace
when all the various police forces had been
alerted to the kidnapping of the Moroccan
opposition leader?

We have no accurale answers to these
riddles, but on one paint we can l;c_ccrtain:

“such extraordinary ‘irregularitics” could not
Jhave occurred unless important -men, and

not just ordinary subordinatgs;, had been

-involved in the allair. But autosgaiigregimes

do not Jike to admit that ‘importfifeservants
of the state’ can, throngh inconipaepce or
corruption, get mixed up in such disturbing
criminal cnterprises. Paris and Rabat were
unable to reach agreement citber on the

-suppression of this painful case or on n

explanation that would be plausible whiie

.case is like a

not too damaging (o one or e oiher.
Justice has been paralysed by this lack of
co-operation on the part of the men in
power, which led first to .the tragi-comic
nature of thie trial and then to its adjourn-
ment. : . .

Is Jud e Perez right when he deelares that
we will never know the truth? Many French-
men belicve that he is, that the Ben Barka
detective novel without the

_ last chapter = the chapter which solves the

crime and reveals the identity of the guilly.
But this sense of despair is accompanicd by
bitter indignation that a regime which res
gards ‘national prestige’ as the alpha and
omega of its policy can hush up an wivair so
prejudicial to France’s good name, As for

‘King Fassan, whatever he says or docs, he

will never be able to wipe out the stain of
this dreadful business from his country’s
reputation:  even if his Minister of the
Interior, General Oufkir, did not personaily
commit the crime, in the eyes of the warld
he inspired it, and Zen Barka's blood is v
his hands. No procedura]l manocuvies wil

. ‘prevent people from beiieving that sere b
1107126 - GA-RPRAS08 1980901035008 i “rren e Kingaom o
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BRIRUT. — . Licubenant~Colonel Abmed Didmi, deouby head of whe Moroccan
security police, vho caused o sensetion lest weel in the Ben Bovka
surrendering to Fronch police has made o second appeai o the French Suprome
Couwnt to rule thot he cannot be tried In Fronce, it wos leazned in Paxis on
Octobexr 25, according to reports publisheld here,
The ofricialls surrendor on Cotoben 49 came in whe sixi weclt

the Paris triesl of 13 men (seven of them in absentia) who arc alleged Ho
s ve boon involved in the disappeaxonce of Mehdi Ben Barka, the Mowoccon
ovposition leader, fuom & Paris strecd on October 29 last yoor, Colonel Dlimd
hod beon one of the accused being-tried in absonbia, along with Brigodicie
Gonercl Mohammed Oufkir, Morocco!s Minisber o? “he Interior.

Trial procecdings were suspended and o new 4rial ordored because of
complicated French judicial proceedings, It mey nob begin Lor ROLY romwehis e

Colonel Diimi and General Oulkix had botn cicimed earliox in whe
nroocedings that whey could not be judged in France, undexr the verms of o
Tranco-Moroccan judiciel aproemenda ‘ ‘ ‘

Lowyexrs representing Colonel Dlimi said in Paris on Qctoboer 25
that o second appeol had been made on his behalf? becouse it wos feored the Tixvs
might be xejected on the grounds That it was nade before he was baken inbo
custody, Since his surrender. in Poris Yhe Moroccan ofPicial has beon kopt im
custody in prison, According to French judicial gources his lawyers have
questioned the legality of his detontion undexr the terms of the Tranco-torocean
judicial agreements ‘
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SEMINAR ATTACKS IMPERIALISM

CAIRO =~- An Dgyption editor hos expressed vhe hope That She
Chincse aispute will be settled and wilil not be allowed to- imperil Africon
anity. Mr. Lotfi Al-Kholi, editor of the Cairc monthly magezine Al~Talisa
(Vanguaxd) was oaddressing the opening session on Oc%bober 24 of o scminox on
" grica, National and Social Revolution", orgeaised by his mogozine and he
"Problems of Peace and Socialism" magozine of Prague. — _ ’

The seminar is being attended by 31 political parbies and ocrganisations
fyom 30 African countries, who will be meebting here uniil October 2%, ‘

Mr. Kholi said that the phenomena facing Africae today woas. how %0 seck
o now strategy and tactics in order to carry oub national liberabion and s
socinl revoluvion at the same tdme. This could not be achicved through
following slogans and generalities oxr Proczing revoluvionary wheory in rigid
idoological forms, he addeds ’ '

' The spocker hailed he "gloriouS'resistance" of the Vietnomese people

and callod for immediscte withdrawal of foreign troops, followed by gelf~ ' '
dotorminntion. A

Ho said imperialists weroe supporving arred racists In South Africo,

2 a

Whedoesa . . . . . . »
n“LuLutn ond Isracl in their "comnspiracies 4o sabobage Africon revoluvionaries
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Vit
) Mr, Youssef Scbdi, secwretbory-general of the UoleRe comuitbee Lox
~Cru=isian Pooy e : : :

~iian Pooples’ Solidarity, called om the developing COUnTriod to stand

lretiy torcthor i X . o .
SR Ef( thor in order to impose the best conditions regarcriyg oconoinic and

Sohonies ol devoloped counirics,
Aoprov L zol}owing day Mr. Kholi preseated a 47-page rosearch poper onbitled
pproved For-Reléase 200¢/0Z/26.n CIA-RDP 7500119 ROOPRIU3S00HRS
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